
Epiphany Bonfire – David Martin has posted a video of the January 6
th

 
Epiphany Bonfire at the following site:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k94pivUz6nw.   Thanks to David 
for this work, and to Sarah Atkinson for the attached photo! 

 

 

 

Kindle in our hearts, O God, 

the flame of that love which never ceases, 
that it may burn in us, giving light to others. 

May we shine forever in your temple, 
set on fire with your eternal light, 

even your Son Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and our Redeemer. Amen. 

                                                   St Columba  

Dear friends, 

There are moments in worship when we get a glimpse 

of some aspect of God, some characteristic that we may 

have been aware of, but now see it in a new light. 

Standing by the fire at the Epiphany bonfire this last 

week was one of those moments for me.  

The writers of the Bible describe the presence of the 

Holy Spirit as being like the fire that dangled over the 

heads of the people at Pentecost, or the great rushing 

wind, the wind that ‘blows where it will’. Fire and wind, 

elements of nature, can be contained, and their power 

harnessed. We rely upon them regularly for light and heat and energy, all necessary for life. And yet, as the searing  

flames of the epiphany bonfire swayed in the wind, I was reminded of the nature of God’s Spirit that is Holy- that is, 

which is bright, intense, and to be approached with the greatest respect. If Christmas invites us to draw close to God in 

the tender vulnerability of a child, epiphany leads us to an awareness of God’s presence in ways that are beyond our 

grasp. Perhaps there is wisdom in appreciating both revelations of God, and learning to dwell with God, who is both 

imminent and who transcendant- in all things and above all things.  

My prayer for the season is that we continue to be warmed and enlighten by God’s Spirit and presence in Christ, and 

that we never lose the capacity to be in awe and wonder at the glory of God that stretches beyond our understanding.  

Blessings to you this season, 

Earnest+ 
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Vestry Elections- January 15th-At Both Services 
 
We have three candidates standing for election to the vestry: Nancy Alpine, 
Cheryl Rivet, and Marcy Thomas. There are four positions open for election: 
Here are brief biographical statements from the Candidates.  
 

Nancy Alpine 
Personal  Born in Cleveland, Ohio 
  Lived in Virginia since 1974 
  Four Children – 3 daughters, 1 son 
  Four Grandchildren – 2 boys, 2 girls 

Member Lions Club International – Richmond West Breakfast 
Club 

  Enjoy reading, art, rug hooking, walking 
   
Professional  B.S. in Ed. – Kent State University 
  M.S. in Education – Southern Illinois University 

Retired 32 year teacher – Chesterfield County Schools – 
Librarian 
Part-time Latin teacher – 6 years – Currently Colonial Heights 
Middle 

  2
nd

 Vice President Delta Kappa Gamma Beta Pi Chapter Key 
Women Educators 
  Battle of the Brains – TV 6 – Academic Judge 
   
Spiritual Raised Roman Catholic 
  Attended Parochial School 
  Member of Daughters of the King 
  Member of St. Matthew’s for 6 years 
  Facilitate Book Discussion Group 
  Maintain Greeter Calendar 
 
After much thought and prayer I felt called at this time to offer service on the 
Vestry of St. Matthew’s.  I am finally at a place in my life where I have fewer 
family and professional responsibilities.  When I came to St. Matthew’s I felt 
such warmth and acceptance by this community I would hope to see this spirit 
continue.  Through community outreach and service to others I hope to grow 
on my own spiritual journey.   
   

Cheryl Rivet 
I was raised and educated in Chesterfield County.  I attended Madison College 
(now James Madison U) and completed my studies at the University of 
Southeastern Louisiana. 

 I took Jesus Christ as my savior at the age of thirteen.  Although I have to admit 
to faltering in my devotion to Him along the way, He never gave up on me or 
left my side. 

My church denomination was Baptist until the age of fifteen.  That year I visited 
an Episcopal Church with a friend and was so taken with the service and liturgy 
that I was confirmed at St. Barnabas within the year.  There is closeness to God 
in the Episcopal Church that I cannot find anywhere else. 

My vocational background is accounting, a gift I hope will help in serving on the Vestry.  I formerly belonged to Varina Episcopal 
Church where I served as Treasurer for five years, served a term on the Vestry and was Chairman of a Search Committee.  I was 

 
 

Stewardship 2012 Update, 
from Tom Carr 

I want to thank the congregation for your 

participation in this yearôs Stewardship 

Campaign.  Our goal was $117,000 and 

we received pledges for $111,175.  Our 

average pledge increased 17% over last 

year to $3,176.  Your support makes it 

possible for St. Matthewôs to carry out our 

mission: óAs St. Matthewôs Community, 

we are called to provide a growing 

community where people come 

together to worship, to grow spiritually 

and to serve Godôs people.ô  The Vestry 

will finalize the budget at our January 

retreat. 

Thanks to Nancy Atkinson for leading the 

Stewardship Campaign and to the 

Fischerôs for the wonderful chart showing 

the trainôs progress. 

If you did not pledge for 2012 donôt think 

you have to wait until next year.  Pledge 

cards are on the table.  Just complete and 

place in the offering plate. 

 

Thank You! 
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actively involved in outreach, bringing such programs as a health clinic, blood mobile and an Open House to the community.  All of 
these experiences I hope will help to aid me on the Vestry, but they only represent works.   

In the last few years I have been actively involved in studying the word of God to become more aware of how God wants me to live 
my life.  My studies have taught me to listen for God’s direction in all decisions and to be bold in standing up for Christ.  My spiritual 
relationship with God and His son Jesus Christ has become the cornerstone of my life.  It is this relationship that I feel will best 
prepare me for the work on the Vestry.   

Before I was working for God, now I wait for God to work through me. 

Respectively, 

Cheryl Rivet 

Marcy Thomas 
Dear St. Matthew's community, 
I am a practicing Anesthesiologist at the Virginia Eye Institute where I have been for the past 15 years. I have lived at Ben Mar Farm 
with my husband Bennie Thomas for the past 22 years. I have been an Episcopalian all my life having been baptized at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, Pa in 1946, and confirmed at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in 1958. I attended Calvary Episcopal Church 
camp in my teens, and sang in the choir at St. Paul's Episcopal Church for the 6 years of Junior High and High School. I have been a 
Sunday school teacher at St. Paul's and Lay Eucharistic Minister at St. Paul's in Beaufort, NC and St. Matthew's. I have been in the 
choir at St. Paul's Mt. Lebanon, Pa, St. Paul's in Beaufort, N. C., St John's in Chester, and St. Matthew's. I have been a member of 
both St. Matthew's and the Daughters of the King for the past five years. I have also been an Acolyte at St. Matthew's for the past 
three years. 
 
I feel that we need to find ways to open up our church to new members, other ways to do outreach, and find other ways to serve 
the community. We need to discover ways for the community to become more aware of St. Matthew's. I am willing to help the St. 
Matthew's community in any way that I can. 
Marcy Thomas, M.D. 

We especially offer our Thanks 

to Sean Kelly, Dianne Lewis and Kay West for their service on the vestry.  

Their dedication to God and to St. Matthews is a gift to us all. 

Attention Parents and Children- We are happy to introduce Godly Play for Sunday 

School. Godly Play is a fun, interactive way of learning the stories of the faith and practices of the church 

through storytelling, activities and unbridled imagination. Upcoming Lessons include the stories of Creation, 

Exodus, Abraham and his family, The Ark and the Temple. 

 

 

 
The EYC – Youth Trip    to see the 

Mummy is coming up on January 

15th. Call the church office or sign up 

at church to join us for the event. 
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òI was 
hungry, 
and you 
gave me 

something 
to eató 

The Food Pantry is in Special Need  
of the following for this vital community outreach ministry: 

  Food Items-This coming Sunday, January 15, please consider bringing either a can of tuna, 

chicken, or ham for the food pantry when you attend either the 8:30 or 10:00 service. Our 

supply of canned meats is extremely low at this time. Canned meats are an excellent 

source of protein and an essential food item in the weekly distribution to the families. 
 

 Weekly Volunteers-If you are interested in volunteering for the Saturday morning food 

pantry distribution, the Food Pantry Volunteer Sign-Up Sheets are located on the table 

outside the sanctuary. The food pantry is open from 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. each Saturday 

for distribution to the families referred by CCHASM. We meet on Saturday mornings 

between 8:30 and 9:00 a.m. If you would like to assist with the Food Pantry but are unable 

to volunteer on a Saturday morning, please consider volunteering for a Friday afternoon or 

evening to get the bags of food and non-food items packed for the Saturday morning 

distribution. I have added a column on the Food Pantry Volunteer Sign-Up Sheets if you are 

interested in volunteering on a Friday. 
 

 

 Grocery Gift Cards-These grocery gift cards (Food Lion, Martin's, Wal-Mart) are needed so 

the CCHASM referred families can buy perishable items our Food Pantry is not able to 

provide them with their food pantry distribution. 

 

Diocese of Southern Virginia News, from your secretary, Eva  

 

Episcopal Church Website – www.episcopalchurch.org  – Launched on December 28th, this site has undergone a 

complete transformation and redesign into a welcoming, eye-appealing, easy-to-navigate, experiential site. 

Available in English and Spanish, the new website provides many avenues to experience the Episcopal Church, its beliefs 

and its many ministries, including many opportunities for dioceses, congregations, provinces and Episcopalians to post 

videos and photos of local mission in action.  It also has a powerful search function.  More information can be found at 

the following: http://publicaffairs.createsend5.com/t/r/l/idfuhk/xtuktgdy/o/ 

 

Episcopal Singles in Richmond - Episcopal Singles is hosting their second annual Meet and Greet for singles of any 

denomination in the Richmond area.  This event will be on Saturday evening, February 11th, from 6:30-9:00 pm in the 

Parish Hall of Historic St. John's Church on Church Hill. 

Episcopal singles, laity and clergy from both the Diocese of Virginia and Diocese of Southern 

Virginia are especially encouraged to attend.  Please contact Karla Hunt of St. John’s for 

further information, at kwestfallhunt@verizon.net . 

Girl Scout Cookies! from Sarah Atkinson 

It's Girl Scout cookie time!  I will be selling Girl Scout cookies for troop 714 through the month 

of January.  There will be an order form under the yellow cookie box on the hall table.  If you would like to support my 

troop but don't "need" the cookies you may donate cookies to our food pantry.  I will take care getting your donated 

cookies to St Matt's.  Cookies will be delivered after Feb 28th.   Thank you for supporting my troop 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
mailto:kwestfallhunt@verizon.net
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St. Matthews & St. Martin’s Episcopal Churches are 

joining together for a Spiritual Retreat at Richmond 

Hill, the weekend of Mar.2-4th, 2012 

Treat yourself to the comfort of God’s presence- a place just for you. A 

fabulous opportunity awaits you: the chance to spend a whole weekend 

being fed and nurtured by God’s presence. Join us for a weekend away at 

Richmond Hill for a retreat led by the Rev. Shirley Smith Graham and the Rev. 

Earnest Graham 

The theme of the weekend is:  

Know God, Know Yourself, through Prayer. 
We begin Friday evening and end Sunday, after lunch, for a weekend full of 

rest, guided prayer and body awareness in a simple, safe and holy place. The 

cost of the retreat is $130 per person, meals and lodging included. Sign up 

quickly, as there are only 30 spots available, and the retreat is open to the 

parishes of St. Mathew’s and St. Martin’s, Williamsburg. To reserve a place, 

please send a check for $30, payable to St. Matthew’s/ memo line: March 

Retreat. If you are interested in attending or would like more information, 

please contact the Rev. Earnest Graham. 

More information about Richmond Hill can be found at  

www.richmondhillva.org 

 

Digital Resources for the Spiritual Life: 
We live in an amazing age when resources are available at the touch of a finger. 

Here are a few for those who use smart phones and readers: 

¶ The Lectionary App- provides the collect and lessons for each 

Sunday. You can read ahead to know what is coming up in the 

lessons. 

¶ The iBCP- an easy to use electronic version of the Book of 

Common Prayer, including hyperlinks to sections and pages for quick access.  

¶ Logos Bible Software- an electronic bible with multiple translations to choose from, as well as plans for daily 

bible study, and the capacity for word searches.  

¶ The Holy Bible- an electronic bible with multiple translations, including a good assortment of primary source 

texts, and the ability to display parallel passages from different bibles. 

¶ The Daily Office from Mission St. Clare- offers an online morning prayer and evening prayer service with prayers 

and lessons ( and sometimes music) , in English and Spanish.   

¶ I-tunes U (I Tunes University) - if you have access to iTunes check out I-tunes university! - There are hundreds of 

colleges, universities and seminaries offering classes and entire courses through iTunes.  If you are interested in 

deepening your spiritual life, check out some classes on topics of the bible, theology, ethics, language studies 

(you can learn Hebrew and Greek!) as well as every kind of topic of interest.    

http://www.richmondhillva.org/
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Faith Formation Calendar  for Epiphany  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 
 

Worship Sunday School 
Children 

Sunday School Youth 
and Adults 

Youth Group Ministry news 

Sun. Jan 1, 2012 
Holy Name 

2 services on 
Sunday 

No classes    

Fri., Jan 6
th

 

Feast of 
Epiphany 

Epiphany Bonfire 
on Fri. Jan 6 

    

Sun. Jan 8 
Baptism of our 
Lord 
1 Epiphany 

 Godly Play: 
The Circle of the 
Church Year 

Godly Play   

Sun. Jan 15 
2 Epiphany 

Vestry 
Elections 
At both services 

No class No class EYC-to the 
Mummy 

Daughters of the King 
after 10:30 service 

Jan 22 
3 Epiphany 

 Godly Play:  
Creation 

Spiritual Gifts: What 
are they? 
 

  

Jan 29 
4 Epiphany 

Healing Prayers Godly Play: 
The Flood and the 
Ark 

Spiritual Gifts: Which 
gifts do I have? 

  

Feb 5 
5 Epiphany 

Instructed 
Eucharist at the 
10:30am 

No class Church Polity: Why 
we do that and what 
are we up to…? 

 Book Study: Falling 
Upward 

Fri. Feb 10-Sat. 
Feb. 11 
Diocesan Council 

     

Sun. Feb. 12 
6 Epiphany 

 Godly Play: 
The Great Family 

Forum-  
 

  

Sun. Feb 19 
Last Epiphany 
 

 Godly Play: 
The Exodus 

Forum   
 
 
 

Tue.  Feb. 21 
Pancake Supper 

Get your Alleluias 
out 
Early Ash Service 

   
EYC- help cook 
Pancake Supper 

Pancake Supper-  

Feb. 22 

ASH WED. 
Ash Wed. Service     

Feb 26 
1LENT  

Healing Prayers No class Sun: Bible Study 
 

  


